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I am all for avoiding unhelpful 
gender-sex-role stereotyping, 
but one fact that continues to 
amaze me is the almost       
universal incapacity of men 
to see stationary objects in 
the refrigerator. We can spot 
moving objects with great 
skill—for example, a flying 
football, or a fish near the 
surface of the water far         
up-stream—but faced with 
the challenge of locating the 
margarine we stare blindly 
before in desperation seeking 
the assistance of the most 
proximate female, who    
simply glances inside the 
fridge and hands it over. 

I have read the book of Acts a 
lot over the years, and love 
it—the outreach, the growth 
of the church, the missionary 
journeys. I have even done a 
PhD on it. But recently,        
perhaps because of my       
familiarity with it, I had 
stopped seeing (at least, 
stopped properly                                  
appreciating) something that 
had been staring me in the 
face, and which I was very 
much aware of in days gone 
by. The truth that I have       
re-noticed is the fact that 

gospel proclamation, no 
matter how it is carried 
out, will result in opposition! 

At church we’ve recently 
been preaching through 
some of the evangelistic            
sermons in the book of Acts, 
examining the proclamation 
of Peter, Stephen and Paul. 
As we have looked through 
their speeches, and sought to 
understand what they could 
teach us today, many truths 
have emerged: the centrality 
of evangelistic mission in 
God’s purposes, the               
importance of a clear     
presentation of the gospel, 
and the importance of           
seeking to engage with one’s 
particular audience or                   
conversation partners. 

And the other lesson—
regardless of the speaker, 
regardless of the audience, 
regardless of the dominant 
response in a particular       

Evangelistic opposition: Are we up for it? 
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But thank God! 

He has made 

us his captives 

and continues 

to lead us 

along in 

Christ’s              

triumphal               

procession. 
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Now he uses     

us to spread   

the knowledge 

of Christ             

everywhere,  

like a sweet 

perfume. 

Our lives are    

a Christ-like 

fragrance rising 

up to God.  

But this               

fragrance is 

perceived           

differently by 

those who are 

being saved 

and by those 

who are                

perishing. 

To those who 

are perishing, 

we are a      

dreadful smell 

of death and 

doom.  

But to those 

who are being 

saved, we are   

a life-giving   

perfume.  

 

2 Corinthians  

2: 14-16 NLT 

situation—is the fact that 
gospel proclamation              
always leads to opposition. 
Every time one of these guys 
stood up to explain the good 
news about Jesus, they would 
have known—before they 
started speaking—that they 
were potentially walking into 
a hornets’ nest, that their 
words would provoke some 
level of opposition. 

Take Paul, for example. As a 
result of his preaching to 
Jews, he faced the threat of 
death in Damascus (Acts 
9:23) and in Jerusalem (Acts 
9:29). So, when he gets up to 
speak to another group of 
Jews in the synagogue at 
Pisidian Antioch in Acts 13, 
do you think he would have 
been expecting anything very 
different? Do you think he 
would have expected an         
out-pouring of appreciation? 
I doubt it. No, he would have 
known very well what he was 
up for—and the sheer fact 
that Paul began to speak    
indicates that he was fully 
prepared to face some level 
of conflict. (As it happened, 
and as was usually the case, 
some of his hearers in      
Pisidian Antioch believed, 
some were interested, and 

others persecuted him.) 

Persecution is, after all, 
something that Jesus had 
warned his followers about 
in John 15:20: “If they        
persecuted me,” he said, 
“they will also persecute 
you”. 

What about today? Well, it is 
certainly the case that        
Christians who speak about 
their faith in our current          
cultural climate will cop some 
flak. Unfortunately, we can 
provoke opposition because, 
quite frankly, we are              
sometimes rude, arrogant 
and insensitive. While we 
may not actually have a 
bumper sticker on our car 
saying “Turn or burn”, we can 
explicitly or implicitly convey 
such attitudes of                        
self-righteousness and          
insensitivity. But at other 
times we can provoke                    
opposition simply because 
we are Christians speaking 
about our beliefs, no matter 
how humble, informed, clear 
or logical we are. Sadly, to 
some, we are simply the 
smell of death (2 Cor 2:16). 

Mission, evangelism, and      
personal witness need to 
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Continued 
from 

previous 
page ... 

There was an 

owl who lived in 

an oak 

The more he 

heard, the less 

he spoke. 

The less he 

spoke, the more 

he heard. 

We all should 

be like that  

wise old bird! 

❖❖❖ 

Instead of 

showing         

someone                   

the gate,              

try mending             

the fence 

take place, but it will often… 
sometimes… occasionally… 
provoke conflict.  The       
question is: Are we prepared 
to wear this? Are we, like 
Paul, prepared to promote 
the gospel knowing it will 
sometimes result in             
opposition? If your life is 
dominated by the need to 
avoid pain at all costs, you 
are unlikely ever to speak 
about your beliefs when 
asked, let alone look for          
opportunities.  

Our church took part in the 
Australian National Church 
Life Survey last year. One of 
the interesting statistics that 
emerged was the percentage 
of people in our parish who 
felt at ease talking about 
their faith. The answer was 
about 18%! Now, this doesn’t 
mean that the other 82% 
don’t talk about their          
Christian beliefs. Many would 
pray for strength, grit their 
teeth and simply do it.               

However, we tend to avoid 
the things we find hard, so, 
no doubt, some would avoid 
speaking when the                     
opportunities arose. One of 
the main reasons for this 
avoidance would, no doubt, 
be fear of conflict. 

This side of heaven,                
opposition to the good news 
about Jesus will always be 
present, but there is that 
great encouragement—Jesus 
promises to be with 
us (Matt 28:20). 

Here is a question to ponder: 
If we knew in advance that 
humbly and sensitively                
explaining the gospel of Jesus 
to ten people would result in 
one person becoming a                   
believer, eight people being 
politely disinterested, and 
our relationship with one 
person becoming damaged, 
would we do it?  

Stephen Liggins 

©GHP, 2017  
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Knowledge 

speaks, but  

wisdom listens 

❖❖❖ 

Noah was a 

brave man to 

travel in a 

wooden boat 

with two             

termites 

❖❖❖ 

If God thought 

about you as 

much as you 

think about Him, 

where would 

you be? 

❖❖❖ 

If you prove 

your                  

dependability, 

the Lord will 

increase your 

capability 

The persecuted Christians of Iraq 
have not been heard strongly 

enough in the corridors of          
government or in the media.  

With that in mind, here they are, 
in their own words.  

Alen 

“In Mosul the    
situation was very 
bad, especially for 
the Christians. We 
were afraid of them and 
afraid for our lives. It was too 
dangerous to stay in Iraq.” 

Ammar 

“I was living in 
Qaraqosh, a town 
with just Christian    
people. About 60,000 people 
lived there. I was an art 
teacher and I also had a    
mobile phone shop. In 2014 
ISIS attacked Qaraqosh. 
There were three choices for 
us – convert to Islam, pay the 
Jizya (tax for non-Muslims), 
or be killed. We fled        
Qaraqosh in just our clothes.” 

Imad 

“I was living near 
Mosul.   During 
the war (2003               
invasion), people 
were being killed according 
to their identity. I saw my 

friends in a car near my 
house get killed.” 

Afnan 

“Living as a       
Christian in Iraq   
is very hard,        
especially for girls. You               
cannot go out or do anything. 
They think that it’s okay for 
Christians to do anything or 
wear anything we want          
because they think Christian-
ity is what they see on TV or 
in the movies, that you can 
do anything – sleep around, 
drink alcohol, do drugs, do 
whatever you want. This is 
the image of Christianity in 
the mind of many Muslims.” 

Michael 

“In Mosul I had a   
restaurant but they 
blew it up because I 
am Christian. After that I 
went back to Qaraqosh which 
was a safe place. When ISIS 
came there in 2014 I left      
everything behind and went 
to Jordan.” 

 

If you would like to help 
them, please support the 
Foundation for Relief and 
Reconciliation in the Middle 
East.  Visit: www.frrme.org 

Voices of Iraq 
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The deadline for the October Newsletter edition is 23rd October 

October 2017 

10th 

Tue 
 

11th 
Wed 

Leprosy Mission Lunch – 10:30am                                
at Exeter Uniting Church 

Cadorna – 2:00pm 

12th 
Thur 

*** LAUNCESTON SHOW DAY *** 

Crafty Circle – 10:00am at St David’s 

Second Coming Convention Welcome Dinner  
– 6:30pm at Seahorse World, Beauty Point 

Parish Council meeting – 7:30pm 

13th 
Fri 

Second Coming Convention – from 2:00pm                         
at Seahorse World, Beauty Point 

14th 
Sat 

Second Coming Convention – from 11:00am                        
at Seahorse World, Beauty Point 

15th 
Sun 

Messy Church Games & Fun Night                                  
– 4:30pm  at St Aidan’s 

16th 
Mon 

 

17th 
Tue 

Ministry Leaders’ Conference                                             
at Tamar Valley Resort, Grindelwald 

18th 
Wed 

Ministry Leaders’ Conference                               
at Tamar Valley Resort, Grindelwald 

Music for the Mind & Soul – 10:00am                                
at St Oswald’s 

Ainslie Service – 2:15pm 

19th 
Thur 

Ministry Leaders’ Conference                                  
at Tamar Valley Resort, Grindelwald 

Regis Aged Care Legana – 10:45am 

October 2017 

1st 
Sun 

Messy Church – 4:30pm  at St Aidan’s 

2nd 

Mon 
(each Monday)                                                                  

Child’s Play – 9:30am at St O’s 

3rd 
Tue 

(each Tuesday)                                                              

Prayer Group – 1:00pm at St MM G/Town  

Home & Study Groups                                                
– 1:30pm at Collings’ home                                                  
– 1:45pm  at Igglesden’s home                                
– 7:30pm  at Booth’s home                                      
– 7:30pm  at Pedley’s home                                    
– 7:30pm  Stanford’s group at St Aidan’s 

4th 
Wed 

(each Wednesday)                                                      

Healing Service – 10:00am at St Oswald’s                                
Prayer Gathering – 12:00pm at St Oswald’s 

Men’s Shed – 1:00pm to 4:00pm in Riverside 

Home & Study Groups                                             
– 7:30pm  at Stott’s home 

Bible Society Thank You Lunch – 11:00am             
at St Aidan’s 

5th 
Thur 

(each Thursday)                                                              

mainly music – 10:00am at St Aidan’s 

6th 
Fri 

(each Friday)                                                               

KYB Study Group – 10:00am                                    
at Baptist Church George Town                                                    

Good News Club – 3:30pmat St David’s Riverside    

Youth Group – 5:00pm at St John’s Launceston  

Fellowship Night – 6:00pm at George Town 

7th 
Sat 

Women’s Breakfast – 8:00am                                        
at St John’s Launceston 

8th  

Sun 
Blessing of the Pets & Sausage Sizzle                                       
– 12:00pm at Holy Trinity, Launceston 

9th 

Mon 
 

Riverlinks  
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October 2017 

20th 
Fri 

*** PARISH OFFICE CLOSED *** 

Seniors Week Ambulance Info Session                        
– 10:00am at St David’s  

Fellowship Night – 6:00pm at George Town 

21st 
Sat 

CMS Prayer Breakfast – 8:00am at St John’s 

22nd 
Sun 

CCCGT Combined Service – 2:30pm                       
at Uniting Church 

23rd 
Mon 

 

24th 
Tue 

 

25th 
Wed 

“Palliative Care: What Is It? When & Where Is It 
Provided?” Info Session – 2:00pm                                                               
at Aldersgate, Kings Meadows 

26th 
Thur 

Crafty Circle – 10:00am at St David’s  

27th 
Fri 

 

28th 

Sat 
“Have you No Shame?” Workshop – 9:30am    
at St Aidan’s 

29th 

Sun 
Riverlinks Together – 10:00am at St Aidan’s 

30th 

Mon 
 

31st 

Tue 
 

November and other dates 2017 

4th November West Tamar Parish Floral Festival 

10th November 
Launceston Churches Combined Worship 
Event at Door of Hope 

11th November MST Retreat 

24th November 
Moving Mountains Together                                       
at Trevallyn Bowls Club 

Calendar  

Service Times For Worship Centres 

East Launceston 

1st  
10:00 am 

4:30 pm 

Communion combined with StD’s 

Messy Church 

8th 10:00 am Morning Prayer 

15th  10:00 am Praise, Prayer & Proclamation 

22nd  10:00 am Communion 

29th 10:00 am Riverlinks Together 

George Town  

1st  
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Pipers River       Communion 

George Town   Communion 

8th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Communion 

15th  
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Pipers River        Communion 

George Town    ABU Service PPP 

22nd  
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Communion 

29th - No services 

Riverside & Trevallyn 

1st  - No service combined with St A’s 

8th 10:00 am Praise & Worship 

15th  10:00 am Communion 

22nd  10:00 am Communion  

29th - No service 

Each 

Wed 
10:00am St Oswald’s Healing Service & HC 

Peace Haven 

15th  10:30 am   Morning Prayer 

22nd  10:30 am   Holy Communion 

Please send articles, comments, information & photos to the Parish Office                        

399 West Tamar Hwy, Riverside - 6324 0039 office@riverlinks.net.au 
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Palliative Care 
What is it?  When & where is it provided? 

A free community information session  
 

Wednesday 25
th

 October 
2pm to 4pm 

 

at Aldersgate 
12-22 Hobart Rd, Kings Meadows 

 

Uniting AgeWell Speakers:  

Kerry Whitlock, 
Palliative Care Specialist 

Ian Wheeler,  
Chaplain 

Music for the Mind & Soul 
Healing Service sharing with  

Monte Mumford & Lynda Nicholls 
Wednesday 18th October, 10am 

at St Oswald’s, Trevallyn 
 

Ambulance info session 
Friday 20th October, 10am - 11:30am 

at St David’s, Riverside.  Morning tea to follow 
Gold coin donation 

Riverlinks 
Together 

 

Sunday 
29th October 

10am 
at St Aidan’s 

East Launceston 
 

Please bring a plate of             
finger food for a shared 
lunch after the service 

Fellowship Nights 
1st & 3rd Fridays 

from 6:30pm  
with a shared meal, 
DVD & discussion 

@ St MM’s, 3 Anne St 
George Town 
All welcome! 
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Second Coming Convention 
 

12th to 15th  

October 
Speaker:  

Peter Jackson    
President & business manager for Herald of Hope 

In the Function Room,  
Seahorse World, Beauty Point 

 

Thursday 12th October 
6pm Welcome Dinner This evening begins a    weekend 

of special Christian meetings with the theme: Christ’s 

Coming Triumph. 

On the menus is Spanish paella, cost is by donation.  

Bookings essential.  Special guest Mr Peter Shurley. 

Friday 13th October 
2pm Arabs, Israel & the Temple Mount 

4pm Beyond the grave 

7pm Christ’s triumph over Satan at the Rapture 

Saturday 14th October 
11am Christ’s triumph over Satan’s power over the World 

2pm Book Launch “The Warrior Lord’s Triumph’ by R. 

N. Hawkins 

4pm Christ’s Triumph over Restoring Israel to Blessing  

7pm Christ’s Blessing to the World  
 

Cost to attend meetings is by donation 
Books, C.D.’s D.V.Ds other material available. 
Lunch and Dinner meals are available at nearby food 

outlets, finger food available at the Function Centre. 
 

Contact: Ray Hawkins 6383 4757 
Tours of Seahorse World available at reduced 

prices for attendees. 
Information about ‘Creation Discovery Centre’        

opening near to Seahorse world will be presented

Thank You Event  

Wednesday, October 4th 

at St Aidan’s East Launceston 
10:45am for an 11am start  

(Event 11am – 12noon; luncheon 12 – 12:45pm) 
  

Please RSVP to Tashi Columbro by email, 

tashi.columbro@biblesociety.org.au, or by 

phone 02 9870 5677 or 0434 196 529 

mailto:tashi.columbro@biblesociety.org.au
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The world of 007                        
is not enough 

The announcement of the 
25th James Bond film has 
caused a fuss, even though it 
won’t be released until 2019. 
There’s something about 
Bond that, like Star Wars 
or Mad Max, continues to tap 
into the modern psyche as 
the franchise rolls on. And 
James Bond himself is a real 
mirror of the times,                
negotiating the pitfalls of    
political correctness and the 
new morality. 

I happen to own a few first 
editions of James Bond                 
novels. I know this may not 
be cool to the generation 
who grew up only on the 
films. Perhaps you didn’t 
even know that before the 
films, those stories were, in 
fact, books. It’s hard to stay 
across all your popular                  
culture facts. But in the case 
of Bond, it’s important. 

I enjoyed them as books, 
where the British wit shines 
and the preposterous story-
lines are fun to imagine. In 

the books, Bond is a more 
humane character than the 
arrogant womaniser who has 
made the films so popular. 
When the stories came to 
screen, Bond became a      
caricature designed to shock 
and delight the audience, 
with little of the hand-
wringing over morality and 
loneliness that we see in the 
books. 

In the books, Bond can be a 
thoughtless cad, but that is 
seen as a problem. In the 
movies, we see him glory in 
it. The problem with James 
Bond has become more and 
more obvious as the                     
franchise has powered its 
way into the 21st century (the 
films have earned collectively 
over $7 billion at the box 
office!) 

To start with, Bond is clearly 
about the most sexist man 
you could find. He uses                           

GREG 

CLARKE  

is CEO of  

Bible Society 

Australia. 

 
This article first 

appeared at  

Shaken and stirred by the extremes 
of James Bond 

❖❖❖ 

The closest a 

person ever 

comes to          

perfection is 

when he fills 

out a job       

application 

form 

❖❖❖ 

You’ll never    

be as lazy      

as whoever 

named the  

fireplace  

❖❖❖ 
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❖❖❖ 

Nature abhors 

a vacuum,      

but not as 

much as a      

cat does 

❖❖❖ 

 What are   

they planting    

to grow      

seedless    

watermelons?  

❖❖❖ 

 Every novel         

is a mystery 

novel if you 

never finish it  

❖❖❖ 

The worst time 

to have a      

heart attack       

is during a 

game of                  

charades 

❖❖❖ 

women relentlessly, albeit 
with humour to cover up the 
incredible misogyny taking 
place. It is clear in film after 
film that he views them as 
less valuable than he should. 
He admires them as lovely 
possessions and decorations, 
but there’s nothing                  
resembling love.  And he is a 
warning to women who are 
seduced by money and        
power; this guy really doesn’t 
have your best interests at 
heart. In fact, you are just 
plaything number #147 for 
the duration of the story and 
no longer. Run in the              
opposite direction, ladies! 

Furthermore, Bond is an 
elitist, conscious of class and 
used to privilege. He wants 
the best of the best for         
himself, and anyone else is a 
servant or expendable.         
Compared with the beautiful 
status-shattering acceptance 
of Christ, Bond’s world is one 
where the rich get richer, and 
the poor help them get there. 

It might be said that Bond’s 
redeeming feature is that he 
is out to secure justice, to 
make sure the bad guys get 
caught and the great empire 
of Christian England remains 

secure (at least in the books!) 
The films are less concerned 
with that moralistic British 
goal and more concerned 
with sheer power and               
authority, the protection of 
the “good guys” from the 
rest.  But even here, the ends 
certainly don’t justify the 
means. Justice at any cost is 
not the Christian way, unless 
the cost is one that is borne 
by the suffering servant, 
without harm to others. 

One author has suggested 
that the James Bond books 
are written to proclaim a      
particularly British kind of 
morality – that the only                 
unforgivable sin is the one of 
sloth, of not putting in the 
utmost, stiff upper lip,             
it’s-only-a-flesh-wound 
effort. Protestant work ethic 
and all that. But Bond misses 
the mark on this one, too, 
because Bible readers know 
that it isn’t our works that 
save us, but Christ’s works. 

No amount of supposed               
civility or Cool Britannia can 
cover over the sins Bond 
commits. Not even Daniel 
Craig can cool his way into 
the kingdom. 

Greg Clarke 
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Right: 

A recent visitor to St David’s, 
perhaps looking for a                  

spiritual home 

Left:                             

Happy birthday 
Rachelle! 

Below:                               
Parish Annual                       

Meeting                               
& Riverlinks                         
Together 


